
NORTH RODE NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2021 

It seems a long winter, but snowdrops are doing their best to remind us that spring is on its way.  With 

vaccinations proceeding apace we hope reduced precautions will soon apply, and that we will be able to 

hold Mothering Sunday and Easter services this year, although a Lent lunch is unlikely.   

We were shocked to learn of Jean Moreton’s peaceful passing on 31st December and an obituary appears 

on page 3.   

 

Birthday Greetings   

Our best wishes go to: 

Edward Tudor-Evans who celebrates his 80th on 

2nd February, Bernard Lever who is 70 on 1st 

February, Jess Burton who will be 16, and Rosie 

Burwood who will be 8. 

Snippets 

The latest incident is the theft of the Bullgate 

Lane postbox on the night of 11th January, along 

with the geocache attached underneath it.  

We’re assured that it’s been reported and will be 

replaced, but previous experience of boxes at 

Key Green and Reades Lane, Congleton, 

disappearing indicates it may take some time.  

Sadly there’s a market for them on Ebay and 

elsewhere from £100 upwards. 

 

 

Dr Isabel Lever on 

Christmas Covid 

duty. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Mrs Christmas, alias 

Julie Holmes, com-

bines celebrations 

and exercise. 

 

 

 

Marton School News 

Dear Friends 

I want to begin by wishing all our school friends and 

families a very happy new year as I genuinely believe 

we have much to look forward to this year and I 

remain ever hopeful and positive. 

It wasn’t the back to school we expected but we find 

ourselves ‘closed’ and open only for the children of 

critical key workers and January feels very different. 

Without notice we began our remote learning in 

earnest and we have found creative ways in which to 

engage with our whole school community. As a 

school that prides itself on creating a ‘family feel’ it is 

important to support our families in such challenging 

times; welfare calls, sending letters and cards home, 

providing work packs, delivering school meals, online 

reading books and zoom meetings are a whole new 

way of working and I am proud and honoured to work 

with such dedicated colleagues. 

We remain hopeful that we can welcome children 

back to school soon but in the meantime look ahead 

to the new year with many exciting events waiting to 

happen. Do continue to use our website to find out 

what we are all doing! 

Please don’t forget if you have school aged children 

we still have spaces and would be more than happy 

to welcome you to Marton. Closing date for 

September 2021 is imminent and we have much 

interest in joining our Reception this year. 

With best wishes  

Mrs Nevin J Deakin 

Sow Nurture Grow 

We are inspired by Jesus’ parable of the mustard 

seed (Matthew 13. 31-32) 

 

 



 

The Rector's Letter – February 

 

     In response to the rapid increase in the spread of Coronavirus, the Church of England has given 

permission for Churches to close for public worship and the decision has been made by our Parochial 

Church Council to suspend Sunday services until at least the end of February.  We are now in a race to 

vaccinate and I anticipate that our re-opening will be linked, to a large degree, by the speed of the 

vaccination programme. 

     While Sunday worship at St. Michael's is once again on pause, I am glad that we were able to hold Jean 

Moreton's funeral service in the Church she loved, and so faithfully served, on 15th January.   Although I 

have not been here for very long, it was a privilege to begin to get to know Jean.  She loved teaching and 

nurturing children and, even at the end of her long life, I discovered she was still a fluent French speaker.  

Most of all, Jean loved living in North Rode and being part of our church family.  During what turned out 

to be my last visit to Jean, just before Christmas, she said to me, "I've had enough of this life, I'm ready 

for Heaven!" I quoted back to her the words of Sir Winston Churchill who was asked near the end of his 

life if he was ready to meet his Maker: "Yes, I am ready to meet my Maker, but whether my Maker is ready 

for the ordeal of meeting me I cannot say!" Jean laughed.  Although her mental faculties were in decline, 

she retained her sense of humour to the end.  May she now rest in peace and rise in glory. 

     One of the Sunday Gospel readings during this season of Epiphany comes from St. John 2:1-11, the 

story of the Wedding at Cana, when Jesus turns water into wine.  But this story is not just about the 

abundance of wine at a wedding feast.  It is about all that God does for us and the inexhaustible supply of 

his love, not only in his blessings showered upon us but in the gift of his only Son.  But the metaphor is 

further enriched by setting it in the midst of a party.  As we all know, we are not always paying attention 

at a party and our glass can often be topped up without us realising.  This is what God does for us.  And 

we need to remind ourselves and give thanks for all his generosity, a generosity which I am sure will see 

us through these challenging times and beyond. 

     Yours ever, 

     Colin 

      

January Sermons 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=mX3-ulxkphg 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=pLKkI3OpFkk 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=0sN2gg3YxEk 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=zJidUkAXJlw&t=55s 

 

NSPCC Thank You

Sue Dale of the Congleton NSPCC Committee has written on behalf of the NSPCC, Congleton Chronicle, 

and Congleton Town Council to thank profusely for all the beautifully wrapped and labelled gifts from 

the Toy Service.  The appeal was established over 20 years ago, and there were even more families and 

children in need this year. 

Kirsteen Smith, operations manager at Dane Housing - Support, reported that 237 children were 

referred to Dane housing, the highest number yet, and the donations of over 600 toys/games, were able 

to give children a happier Christmas.  Plus Dane distribute the gifts, and they see the joy they give. 

  



 

Mrs Jean Moreton RIP 

After joining in the 2019 Christmas festivities at Belong Care Village, a year 

later Jean had started to lose interest in life, but her passing at the age of 88 

on 31st December was unexpected.  We held a fitting Thanksgiving service 

for Jean’s life at the church, with limited numbers, on 15th January, 

conducted by the Rector, with an address by Bishop William.  Sue Bullock 

sang O lord, my God, and Mark Bullock gave the Eulogy.  It was followed by 

cremation at Macclesfield.   

Jean certainly left her mark on the village over many years, and we have 

much to thank her for.  Her life revolved around teaching English at Cheadle, 

coaching in retirement, and ensuring the church ran smoothly.  She was churchwarden for 21 years, PCC 

secretary, choir leader, organised the flower rota, contributed news for church magazines and was a 

regular WI member.  She produced handwritten minutes as the nearest she got to technology was an 

electronic typewriter.  Her newshound instincts ensured that she knew about everything going on in North 

Rode through numerous phone calls and cross-questioning, and she checked up on us all.  Bad grammar 

in magazine contributions was always corrected!  David Moir, vicar of our previous benefice, used to say 

he could rely on her to get things done.   

 

 John Lea’s Early Memories 

”I had been in isolation hospital, with extensive polio, for about a month when Brian came in. To compare 

it with the present virus, polio took about three weeks from infection to symptoms. Both being single and 

twenty we developed a friendship that lasted. Brian was one of four men who came in after me. Two of 

the four died! Out of hospital 12 months before me he had a head start on the social scene and soon met 

Jean. I was a guest at their wedding but it was a few years before I met Celia. Eventually we moved to 

Shellow farm and Brian and Jean visited us a few times. Brian wanted to have a look round the area and 

liked what he saw, saying “if a house comes on the market let us know”. About two weeks later I was 

chatting to Major Waite, who both owned the Manor and farmed the farm, with his farm manager living 

in Keeper’s cottage. The manager was leaving, financial advisers said he, the Major, should not replace 

him and should sell the cottage. The Major moaned to me that he did not want to put it on the market 

because someone might buy it with lots of unruly kids. I rang Brian and within a few weeks he and Jean 

had bought their dream house. The rest is, as they say, history. 

Just one amusing note from that early history. Jean was a later than late person and teaching at Cheadle, 

Brian, working in Manchester, dropped her off at her school on his way in. One morning he then picked 

up his boss to drive him to a meeting. The Boss put his shoe in the remains of Jean’s cornflakes, the usually 

empty dish had slid out from its daily hiding place beneath the front seat.” 

 

Canon Verena Breed, Bicester Team 

Rector, and our former vicar, writes: 

 

"Wishing you a happy and blessed New Year in 

the North. 

I received the sad news - may Jean rest in 

peace and rise in glory. 

Please pass on my love and best wishes to the 

whole church family at St Michael's. 

 

With all good wishes & God bless 

Verena” 

 

 

Marmalade Awards Competition.   

 

This was cancelled last year, but Anne Lever 

reminds us that it’s going ahead this year with a 

closing date of Wednesday 10th February.  See 

https://www.dalemain.com/marmalade-awards/   

and https://bit.ly/39ZbqhA .   

You may already have made marmalade this year, 

but if you haven’t, you may still be able to find 

Seville oranges for sale.  

 

 



 

North Rode Women’s Institute   

Although the W.I. have not been meeting face to face we have been quite busy during the 

various lockdowns last year 2020. We last met for a normal Meeting last March when we had 

a Speaker and a lovely friendly dog from ‘Hearing Dogs for the Deaf‘ which now seems a long time ago. 

We have lost 2 former Members of the W.I, Jean Moreton last December and Cynthia Brooke early 

January. Lillian Cellario and Cynthia Brooke both had special 90th Birthdays last October. Pam Robinson 

and Margaret Aitchison worked hard getting together ‘Goody Bags‘ for all our Members  The items 

included Soaps, WI Centenary Pens, Cheshire News Magazine, and sweets and Chocolates. These were 

distributed to our Members by the Committee in early December, and were enjoyed and appreciated by 

everyone.  This idea came from CFWI as we were not meeting face to face as a way of keeping in contact 

with one another. Last year CFWI had many special celebrations planned for our Centenary Year, but these 

again were cancelled.   

We recently received 2 Birthday Certificates from NFWI to celebrate 50 years, and 75 years being North 

Rode WI. These have been delayed as HQ was closed due to the Virus. We celebrate our 94th Birthday 

this year. Members voted on the 5 Resolutions and also Changes to the Constitution. CFWI have sent out 

invitations to Members who use Zoom to join in with various Meetings. These included a Christmas Carol 

Service in December and various others, and in 2021 making a Christmas Runner and a Felt Bauble, all on 

Zoom. We cannot plan any Meetings until this Virus gets under control and people get the Vaccination 

but do hope it will not be too long before we can meet again. ‘We will meet again’ as the Queen said in 

her Christmas Broadcast. 

 
  

Nature Notes by John Lea 

When the snow and frost came in the New Year, on the second day at dusk Celia saw our two water hens 

sneaking through the garden. They used the cover of the shrubs to pass the house and into the wood. 

Although we could not follow them I know from past experience that they would be heading for running 

water. After they crossed through the wood our old tree-lined cow lane would take them down to Brian 

and Jane's tree lined ponds. Although they might pause where Brian feeds the hungry ducks. Ducks keep 

that patch free of ice but the rest of the lakes would be frozen. The water hens could keep undercover by 

following the outlet ditch down to Cowbrook. In running, ice free, water they can both feed and hide. The 

next morning I scooted down to our pond; it was frozen over and in the night a fox had left his tracks in 

the snow, to and from the pond. With the pond frozen there was nowhere to hide; they had escaped with 

just a few hours to spare. A few years ago one water hen took the exposed path round the back of our 

garden, not a fox but a sparrow hawk caught him. It was a slow and grizzly death. 

 

North Rode Monster? 

 

Shirley Tudor-Evans 

found this imprint in 

their garden and 

would welcome 

suggestions as to 

what it is. Tel. 

223292. 

 

One possibility is the 

4 feet of a running 

deer. 

 

 

 

Casey and Rosie Burwood making the most of 

the snow. 


